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Fire in St. Clare Center
A smoldering fire was discovered in the St. Clare Center (Broad Street School) shortly after 

midnight on Friday March 21, 2015. An alumnus walking by the building reported smoke coming 
out of a first floor office. The City of Tonawanda fire crews arrived quickly to confine the fire to the 
one room which housed an office of the Maryknoll Missionaries. The apparent cause of the fire was 
a malfunctioning appliance. The smoke and water damages were estimated to be $20,000. 

Many alumni will fondly remember the room as the 8th Grade classroom.  For the past 6 years, 
Maryknoll has rented the room which serves as a district office under the direction of Deacon Paul 
Bork, who is also our parish deacon. The Maryknoll office was relocated to the old school library 
during renovations. 

As of the beginning of August the former Maryknoll office has been totally restored. In his 
weekly message, Fr. Mike wrote, “New windows, new lighting, new carpeting and a fresh paint job 
have all been accomplished. The smoke smell is gone and we are now able to use the room again.” 
He went on to say that a security system will be installed in all our buildings. The system has smoke 
detectors, once activated, will alert the security company to call the fire department. Fr. Mike, who 
offered high praise for the quick response of the fire department in March, reiterated, “Once again I 
thank our local fire department for all they do for us.”

Distinguished Alumni Award
The 5th Annual St. Francis of Assisi 

School Distinguished Alumni Award 
Dinner will be held on Friday, 
September 25th at 5:30 pm in the 
Classics V Terrace Room. Honorees 
include: James F. Penberthy (1944), 
Mary Lorich (1947), Sister Patricia 
Hartley (1950) and Mark Saltarelli 
(1969). The St. Francis Shining Star 
Award will be presented to Rich and 
Leslie Ball for their dedication and 
service to St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
and School.  In addition we will honor 
four young people, Timothy Deyell, 
Jeremy Sawyer and Gabrielle 
Dankanich, with the Spirit of St. Francis 
Award for academic achievement and 
service. Makayla Maziarz will receive 
the Junior Shining Star Award for 
outstanding volunteerism. An Alumni 
Mass will be held in the Church at Noon 
on the 25th honoring all our alumni, 
award recipients and their families, 
followed by refreshments and tours of 
the St. Francis Parish Campus. Details 
and reservation forms are available on 
the website, in the rectory, chapel and 
church.

Early Childhood Center
The St. Francis of Assisi Parish Early Childhood Center (ECC), located in the Adam Street 

School, has expanded in space and capacity for the 2015-2016 session. When opened in September 
2014 the ECC had two classrooms for each grade, a capacity for 63 students, a part-time director 
and staffing to meet NY State Child and Family Services staffing guidelines. 

As the 2105-2016 year begins, there are three classrooms for each age level, staffed with a 
teacher and at least one assistant.  Staffing ratios allow a total enrollment of 42 for the 3 year olds 
and 52 for the 4 year old (PK-4) program which includes the UPK.

 Our ECC is an approved Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) site for the City of Tonawanda.  
There is one classroom of twenty UPK pupils which requires a teacher and 2 assistants.  

All classrooms are located on the first floor of Adam Street. Computers have been placed in all 
classrooms. The second floor has been renovated to accommodate the Library, a Teachers 
Workroom & Resource Center and After School Care. The children will bring their lunches and eat 
in the cafeteria/gym. 

Sally Babcock will serve as full-time director. Over the summer, three NY State certified early 
childhood teachers and two assistants were hired to fill vacancies and accommodate the increased 
number of students. The teaching staff is complemented by Library/Gym, Music and Art teachers. 

In addition to providing preschool education and day care the ECC has been instrumental in 
bringing young families to the parish. One obvious sign has been the number of baptisms for the 
ECC families.  

August 2015

St. Francis Summer Camp 
Children, in grades PreK4 to 8, were invited to participate in a 7 week Summer Camp at St. 

Francis Parish. The camp was managed and run by the Early Childhood Center staff. The gym in 
the Adam Street School was divided into play centers decorated to depict a tent camping site, a 
forest and an activity space. The play centers had plenty of toys, Legos, games and props to allow 
young imaginations to run free.  Each week’s program was based on a theme and complementing 
activities, some quiet and others outside and very physical. One visitor to the camp was Leo, the 
therapy dog.  (See picture on right.) The children took walking field trips within the city, such as a 
visit to Tops Market where they had a tour, samples of food, petted a lobster and were treated to 
breakfast pizza. They toured the fire department and are eagerly anticipating the firemen coming 
to the school to spray them with water from the fire hose. Older children went to City Hall to meet 
and talk with the mayor. During the summer session the children attended morning mass, sang 
songs, made new friends and went home tired but looking forward to the next day. 

Church Renovations
A successful fund drive resulted in the expansion of the vestibule of St. Francis Church, the addition of a “crying room” and new 

kneelers. The renovation, which increased the size of the vestibule by one third, included new carpeting, seating and speakers. The 
enlarged gathering space was very much needed and welcomed. The kneelers, originally installed when the church was built in 1954, 
are now a plush and comfortable 3 inches thick.  Pictures will be available on the parish website www.stfrancistonawanda.org after 
Labor Day.

http://www.stfrancistonawanda.org
http://www.stfrancistonawanda.org


Library Moved to 
Adam Street School 
The school library was 

located in the St. Clare 
Center. It became evident 
that because of its distance 
from Adam Street it could 
not be used by the Early 
Childhood Center (ECC). By 
the time our three and four 
year old children made the 
trek from Adam Street to the 
St. Clare Center it was time 
for them to return to the 
ECC.  The obvious solution 
was to move the library. 
Under the guidance of Sheila 
Neumeister, our librarian, 
and with the help of 
volunteers, young and old, 
family and parishioners, the 
shelves and books were 
moved to the second floor of 
Adam Street. 

The children from the 
ECC Summer Camp had a 
preview of the library and 
were excited to find books 
they could “read.”

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Endowment Fund

The assets of the St. Francis of Assisi School Endowment Fund, upon the closing of the school in 
June 2014 and according to the by-laws adopted in November 1999, were turned over to the parish.  
It is now known as the St. Francis of Assisi Parish Endowment Fund and will be used for educational 
purposes and support of youth programs within the parish.

The St. Francis of Assisi School Foundation Fund, was established in 1998 by a generous 
donation from Evelyn Place Burch (Class 1922), who had a special place in her heart for St. Francis 
of Assisi School. She valued Catholic education at St. Francis and was inspired to provide the seed 
money to establish the Endowment Fund. The plan was to assure the future of the school by 
maintaining a sizeable Endowment Fund to contribute toward operating costs and scholarships.

In the fall of 2005 the Endowment Fund was the grateful recipient of several thousand dollars 
($400,000) from the George Peuquet (Class of 1924) estate. His donation was to be used to assist in 
the maintenance of the School and for the educational needs of the children of the parish and school. 

The fund received a boost in 2007 when Bill Tucker pledged $25,000 in honor of his parents, 
William and Barbara Tucker. In 2008, four former students honored Dave Berg, legendary basketball 
and baseball coach in the 1970’s, with $12,500 in donations to the Endowment Fund. Several alumni 
and parishioners have made small donations over the years that have resulted in significant 
cumulative gifts.

The management of the fund will continue as when it was the school fund. The money received is 
invested in several well chosen conservative funds that meet Pro-Life guidelines. The management of 
the Fund is formalized with by-laws and an Endowment Committee. The committee consists of three 
(3) parishioners, the pastor and a financial adviser. The Committee meets quarterly to review the 
status of the Fund and vote on investment decisions. The current members of the Endowment 
Committee are Fr. Mike Uebler, John Miskey, Financial Planner, Mark Saltarelli, Mark Warren and 
Linda Carlson.

The dividends were used to offset the parish subsidy to the school and pay for much needed 
improvements to the facilities. Since 2007 the earnings have been used to replace the Adam Street 
gym floor, update the  Science Lab,  pave the school parking lot, install a security system, purchase 
laptops and Whiteboards, to name a few. At the same time the fund provided $25,000 to $30,000 
yearly as a parish subsidy. Currently there is about a half million dollars ($500,000) in the fund. 

Donations to the Fund are acknowledged in variety of ways depending on the amount of the gift. 
Every donor receives a thank you letter and all donor names are recorded in the Benefactor Book.  
Beginning with $500,  gifts are recognized with the donor’s name displayed on a plaque for the 
various levels of giving. Donations above $5000 are acknowledged with individual engraved metallic 
Stars at three different levels: Bronze star ($5000-$9,999), Silver Star ($10,000 to $24,999) and a 
Gold Star for donations above $25,000. Donations are cumulative so individuals can advance from 
one level to another, eventually reaching a Star level, through sustained giving. 

The Donor Wall is located in the stairway landing in the Adam Street School building between the 
ground and first floor classrooms. 

What can you do to help the fund grow? Remember the St. Francis Parish Endowment Fund with 
direct gifts and memorial or honorary tributes. Consider designating the Fund in your will as a means 
to continue your legacy. Your donation will help assure a bright future for St. Francis of Assisi Parish.  
For more information please contact the Rectory at (716) 693-1150

Fr. Mike (L) listens as Il Cantori, the St. Francis a cappella group, leads parishioners and friends in a hymn 
on a beautiful summer evening in Niawanda Park. After prayers and singing everyone was treated to ice 

cream, fellowship and a beautiful sunset over the Niagara River.  


